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presented to Napoleon. But the allied forces suffered from
divided counsels, and from the fact that their war-organisation
had rusted during the forty years of peace.

The Franco-British force landed some miles to the north of
Sebastopol, under the command of Lord Raglan and Marshal
St. Arnaud, and on the way to the port the Russians resisted its

THE SIEGE OF SEBASTOPOL

crossing of the River Alma. When the enemy were driven off,
St. Arnaud decided that his troops needed rest before following
them up. The delay gave the Russian Commander, Todleben,
time to complete the fortifications; and so ably did he do it
that by the time the Allies arrived they could only invest the
place with inadequate forces and send home for their siege
artillery. No provision had been made for a winter campaign,
and the sufferings of the troops during the next few months